
A History of Columbia Campuses
1754-1897



1) First Campus – Trinity Church 
Schoolhouse (1754-1756)



The fire that broke out in the New Free School in New York City in the early hours of 
February 23, 1750, destroyed that recently completed building, and as depicted in this 
commemorative scene the blaze was spread by flying cinders to the steeple of Trinity 
Church, where happily it was extinguished. (The engraved date is "1749/50" because two 
calendars were then in use. ) The reward money received by Andrew Gautier, a chair maker, 
for his part in saving the church apparently went toward this bowl made by Adrian Bancker 
and inscribed AGE for Andrew and his wife Elizabeth. 



Birthplace of Columbia College - 1754
Rector Street – Approximately 25 feet from Alexander Hamilton’s Grave

Plaque from Columbia University’s 200th Anniversary in 1954 – Likely Stolen in the 1970s



Birthplace of Columbia University
Rector Street – Approximately 25 feet from Alexander Hamilton’s Grave



Plaque Marking the King’s/Columbia College Campus from 1760 to 1857 
Park Place and West Broadway – Northeast Corner



College Hall circa 1855-1857 
The street is blasted through in 1855 and the building is demolished by 1857.





Park Place and Church Street – Northwest Corner



Crown of King’s College 
Weathervane



King’s College Cornerstone - 1756





New York Institute for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb which was 

located at the site before Columbia starting in 1827. The depicted 

building was used by Columbia until at least the 1870s or 1880s at 

which point it was demolished.















View of 49th Street



“The new location of the College is a delightful one ... The old 
Asylum buildings have been altered somewhat, repaired, and 
greatly improved. The two wings have been separated from the 
main building. The east wing is occupied by the Chapel and the 
extensive Library of the College; the center [U-shaped [structure] 
for the recitation rooms and the residence of President King; and 
the west wing for the residence of some of the College 
Professors. A beautiful lawn slopes from the College southward 
down to 49th Street, and is ornamented by some fine old trees. 
This will be for the present the main entrance to the College, but 
as soon as the more extensive grounds northward to 50th Street 
can be graded, laid out, and properly embellished, the principal 
entrance will be in that direction. The site is on a commanding 
eminence, affording an extensive and pleasant view.”

Stokes, 1869 – Evening Post May 11, 1857 



“That part of the city is still quite new, and the hand of 
improvement is visible in all directions. 'Potters Field' is within a 
stone's throw, and we are sorry to say the ends of rows of 
coffins, filled with the bones of the unknown dead, are still to be 
seen protruding from the bank of earth left by the cutting 
through of the Fourth Avenue. The College will probably remain 
in its present location only six or eight years, or until the new 
College buildings to be erected by the Trustees shall be 
completed.”



This picture is taken from 49th Street though Columbia College seems to have used 50th 
street as their official location during this period.











Note President’s House in Background
This is then somewhere between 1862 and 1878





1882





St. Patrick’s Cathedral       
5th Avenue 
Presbyterian

St. Thomas Church





Original Building built in 1827. Demolish between 1874 and 1886

President’s House – Built 1862

Hamilton Hall – Built 1878 to 1879 or 1880

School of Mines – 1872; Additions in 1880 and 1884

Library and Law School – Built 1883 or 1884











Columbia College Library – Built circa 1885



Law School Housed in Same Building





Original Home of Columbia Law School at Colonnade Row























Hamilton Hall – Built circa 1879





















April 28, 1891

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16124coll2/id/103

9/rec/16



1885



Villard Houses – Still Standing today at 50th and Madison









1874







1874



1874

























50th Street and Park Avenue











































Is this from the Midtown campus or the Morningside Heights campus?



Is this from the Midtown campus or the Morningside Heights campus?



Is this from the Midtown campus or the Morningside Heights campus?











Why the Worth Monument? – Second oldest monument in NYC – Certainly would have 
been a prominent landmark, and certainly appropriate for a college funerary rite.























Robert Goelet CC 1860



Seth Low CC 1870



Nicholas Murray Butler CC 1882



Nicholas Murray Butler CC 1882





The Demolition of Hamilton Hall



The Demolition of the Engineering School – 
Looking north up Park Avenue
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