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The original Trinity Church (1698) is at the left, facing the Hudson; in the background is the 
Lutheran Church and its parsonage on Broadway; across Rector Street (then called Robinson 
Street) is the English Charity Schoolhouse (built 1748, burned 25 February 1749 or 1750, 
rebuilt 1751 ) in which King's College was housed until 1760. All the buildings shown were 
destroyed in the fire of 20-21 September 1776.



Great Fire of 1776 – Arson?



Rector Street – Approximately 25 feet from Alexander Hamilton’s Grave



Rector Street – Approximately 25 feet from Alexander Hamilton’s Grave



King’s College circa 1754

Image created in 1884



First Campus 
Trinity Church Schoolhouse 

(1754-1756)



The fire that broke out in the New Free School in New York City in the early hours of 
February 23, 1750, destroyed that recently completed building, and as depicted in this 
commemorative scene the blaze was spread by flying cinders to the steeple of Trinity 
Church, where happily it was extinguished. (The engraved date is "1749/50" because two 
calendars were then in use. ) The reward money received by Andrew Gautier, a chair maker, 
for his part in saving the church apparently went toward this bowl made by Adrian Bancker 
and inscribed AGE for Andrew and his wife Elizabeth – Now in Metropolitan Museum of Art 



Birthplace of Columbia College - 1754
Plaque from Columbia University’s 200th Anniversary in 1954



Birthplace of Columbia College - 1754
Plaque from Columbia University’s 200th Anniversary in 1954



Plaque from Columbia University’s 200th Anniversary in 1954 
Likely Stolen in the 1970s



Rector Street – Approximately 25 feet from Alexander Hamilton’s Grave



The King’s College Building – 1955

Milton Halsey Thomas

Probably best written secondary source 

on this topic



Park Place and West Broadway – Northeast Corner



Park Place and West Broadway – Northeast Corner



John Jay 
King’s College – Enters in 1760



John Jay 



Palm Tree Print - 1763





John Jay Graduates - 1764



John Jay is promoted to 
Master of Arts - 1767







John Parke Custis Enters King’s College

Custis is George Washington’s stepson, and 
Martha Washington’s son. He attends King’s 
College for only one semester, and brings an 
enslaved person from Virginia along with him.



Letter from JPC to Martha Washington

"Joe accompanied Custis to King's [College], where he 
lived in Custis's suite of rooms in the college. Joe 
prepared breakfast each morning, while in the evening, 
Custis dined with the faculty. In a letter to his mother, 
Martha Washington, Custis described his living situation 
at King's: 'I have a large parlour with two Studyes or 
closets, each large enough to contain a bed, trunk and 
couple of chairs, one I sleep in, & the other Joe calls his, 
my chamber and parlour are paper'd with a cheap tho 
very pretty Paper, the other is painted... I generally get up 
about Six or a little after, dress myself & go to chappel, by 
the time that Prayers are over Joe has me a little 
Breakfast to which I sit down very contented... .' "



George Washington to 
Columbia’s President Myles Cooper

“The favourable account you was pleas’d to transmit me 
of Mr Custis’s conduct at College, gave me very great 
satisfaction…but these hopes are at an end; & at length, I 
have yielded, contrary to my judgment, & much against 
my wishes, to his quitting College; in order that he may 
enter soon into a new scene of Life, which I think he 
would be much fitter for some years hence, than now; 
but having his own inclination—the desires of his 
mother—& the acquiescence of almost all his relatives, to 
encounter, I did not care, as he is the last of the family, to 
push my opposition too far; & therefore have submitted 
to a Kind of necessity."



Alexander Hamilton 
Entered King’s College in 1774



As it looked in 1775

“So many of the graduates played important parts 
on the Continental side in the war and in the 
establishment of the new nation that it is not easy 
to think of the college as a hotbed of Toryism. But a 
majority of the officers and students were loyalist, 
and the boldest and most outspoken of all was 
President Myles Cooper, D.C.L., beef-eating 
Englishman, Oxonian, Churchman, aristocrat, poet, 
and pamphleteer.”

Milton Hasley Thomas – Curator of Columbiana 
Collection in the 1950s 



As it looked in 1775

Within a week of the Battle of Lexington a very menacing letter 
appeared in New York addressed to Cooper.

“Executions of villains in effigy will now no longer gratify their 
resentment. The blood of your unfortunate British and American 
fellow-subjects, who have already fallen in Massachusetts-Bay calls to 
Heaven for vengeance against you. The injury you have done to your 
country cannot admit of a reparation. Fly for your lives, or anticipate 
your doom by becoming your own executioners.”

“The president took refuge immediately on the British frigate 
Kingfisher in the harbor, remaining there until things cooled off. 

On the night of May 10, 1775 a mob of about four hundred indignant 
patriots marched on King's College, broke open the gate, and forcibly 
entered the building in search of the president.”



As it looked in 1775

“The story that Alexander Hamilton kept the mob at bay 
at the college gate, haranguing them on the impropriety 
of their conduct, while another student warned Cooper, 
deserves to be true, whether it happened or not, but it 
lacks contemporary documentation.”

However, the New York Times reported the story as true 
on May 10, 1775, the 200th anniversary of the event.



Myles Cooper, President of King’s College, 
fleeing from the student body.



College is Closed in 1776
Turned into a Hospital



College is Closed in 1776
Turned into a Hospital

The trustees of the college met occasionally during the American Revolution, but there 
were no classes, students or graduations, and all of the books and furniture were sold 

off. 



Depiction of King’s College as a military hospital in Assassin’s Creed III (2012)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXmTc6598V8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXmTc6598V8


As it looked in 1776



Great Fire of 1776 – Arson?



Great Fire of 1776 – Arson?



June 24, 1784 – Ezra Stiles notes in his diary 
that “the Assembly in N York have reconstituted 
the College in the city, much accord to its old 
Constitution, by the Name of Columbia”





1790



Original 1795 to 1806 expansion
Poor worksmanship - crumbled





View from the South

1817



View from the South

Addition of two wings in 1817



“Contained two houses for professors, and 
the original structure was to be altered to 
provide an adequate chapel and library, 
together with additional classrooms.”











1828







"The public rooms consist of a chapel, fifty-six 
feet by twenty-eight; a library, forty-five by 
twenty eight, with an anti-room for the 
accommodation of persons consulting the 
library; a philosophical and chemical lecture-
room, containing also the laboratory; two rooms 
for the accommodation of the philosophical 
apparatus; the president's chamber, and four 
convenient lecture rooms."



Views from the West





Alexander Jackson Davis - 1831





1852



1852



1855-1857



“Therefore, when the city announced its 
intention in January 1855 of extending Park 
Place through the college grounds, no objection 
was made; the college was assessed $170,000 
for opening the street, but the city immediately 
paid $200,000 for the damage Columbia had 
sustained.”





Views from the East



1825  



1825  



1831
Alexander Jackson Davis





50 years of Columbia College as an independent college – since 1787





1840



1840



1850





1854 (Though labeled 1845)



















Park Place and Church Street – Northwest Corner



From the North?







“This crown adorned the weathervane  of the King's College 
building. Samuel Raymond (A.B. 1816) in his address, The 
Political Duties of Scholars, delivered before the alumni 7 
October 1840, refers to the “iron crown" and states in a 
footnote that it was ‘removed but a few years since.’ It is 
probable that this symbol of royalty went unnoticed when the 
various Hanoverian emblems and street-names were 
expunged from New York subsequent to the Revolution, and 
that the crown was not taken down until the reconstruction of 
the college building in 1817-20. During the later years of 
Columbia at Forty-ninth Street the crown was displayed over 
the entrance to the reading room of the new library; it now 
hangs over the mantel in the Trustees Room, Low Memorial 
Library in Morningside Heights.”





“Laid 23 August 1756 by Sir Charles Hardy. 
Recovered in May 1857 when the building was 
being razed, and set on the inside of the east wall 
of the chapel room at 49th Street. Removed to 
the fireplace mantel of the Trustees Room, Low 
Memorial Library, Morningside, in 1897. 
Apparently there was some confusion as to the 
Latin rendering of the college name, regnum 
being carved first, then altered to regalis.”





























Doodles from the college notebooks of Geroge Templeton Strong circa 1838





Other resources for visualizing New York City:

https://1940s.nyc/

https://www.oldnyc.org/

https://www.savingny.com/appendixs5.html

https://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/

How do we visualize NYC buildings/structures that are long 
gone? Can technology/AI aid in that process?

https://1940s.nyc/
https://www.oldnyc.org/
https://www.savingny.com/appendixs5.html
https://daytoninmanhattan.blogspot.com/


Panorama of New York City – Queens Museum

Originally created for the 1964 World’s Fair



Columbia College – Midtown Campus 
1857-1896





New York Institute for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb which was 

located at the site before Columbia starting in 1827. The depicted 

building was used by Columbia until at least the 1870s or 1880s at 

which point it was demolished.















View of 49th Street



“The new location of the College is a delightful one ... The old 
Asylum buildings have been altered somewhat, repaired, and 
greatly improved. The two wings have been separated from the 
main building. The east wing is occupied by the Chapel and the 
extensive Library of the College; the center [U-shaped [structure] 
for the recitation rooms and the residence of President King; and 
the west wing for the residence of some of the College 
Professors. A beautiful lawn slopes from the College southward 
down to 49th Street, and is ornamented by some fine old trees. 
This will be for the present the main entrance to the College, but 
as soon as the more extensive grounds northward to 50th Street 
can be graded, laid out, and properly embellished, the principal 
entrance will be in that direction. The site is on a commanding 
eminence, affording an extensive and pleasant view.”

Stokes, 1869 – Evening Post May 11, 1857 



“That part of the city is still quite new, and the hand 
of improvement is visible in all directions. 'Potters 
Field' is within a stone's throw, and we are sorry to 
say the ends of rows of coffins, filled with the bones 
of the unknown dead, are still to be seen 
protruding from the bank of earth left by the 
cutting through of the Fourth Avenue. The College 
will probably remain in its present location only six 
or eight years, or until the new College buildings to 
be erected by the Trustees shall be completed.”



This picture is taken from 49th Street though Columbia College seems to have used 50th 
street as their official location during this period.











Note President’s House in Background
This is then somewhere between 1862 and 1878





1882





St. Patrick’s Cathedral       
5th Avenue 
Presbyterian

St. Thomas Church





Original Building built in 1827. Demolish between 1879 and 1886

President’s House – Built 1862

Charles Coolidge Haight - Architect

Hamilton Hall – Built 1878 to 1879 or 1880

School of Mines – 1872; Additions in 1880 and 1884

Law School - 1882

Library - 1884

Haight also designed General Theological Seminary – 20th Street 
Between 9th and 10th Avenue and a number of buildings at Yale. 
Pioneer of the Collegiate Gothic Style.











Columbia College Library – Built circa 1884



Law School Housed in Same Building





Original Home of Columbia Law School at Colonnade Row























Hamilton Hall – Built circa 1879





















April 28, 1891

https://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16124coll2/id/103

9/rec/16



1885





Villard Houses – Still Standing today at 50th and Madison









1874





1874



1874

























50th Street and Park Avenue



































Is this from the Midtown campus or the Morningside Heights campus?



Is this from the Midtown campus or the Morningside Heights campus?



Is this from the Midtown campus or the Morningside Heights campus?











Why the Worth Monument? – Second oldest monument in NYC – Certainly would have 
been a prominent landmark, and certainly appropriate for a college funerary rite.























The Demolition of Hamilton Hall



The Demolition of the Engineering School – 
Looking north up Park Avenue
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